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OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Business Wire, May 1, 2002, "EasyLink and Cyclone Commerce Team Up to Provide 
Enhanced EDIINT Services for Enterprises; Hybrid Solution Enables Connectivity 
Between all Trading Partners". 

ART-UNIT; 3627 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Chilcot; Richard 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Pisano, Esq.; Nicola A. Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps LLP 



ABSTRACT: 

Systems and methods are provided for supporting electronic commerce in an 
environment in which multiple service providers each have associated vendors and in 
which a user may maintain an account at a service provider that is different from 
the service provider associated with the vendor from which a user makes an on-line 
purchase. Both tangible products and electronic content products may be sold using 
the system. A bridge computer may be used to facilitate interactions between 
service providers. The bridge computer may be used to implement service charge 
fees, to reimburse service providers for' credit card transaction fees, to reimburse 
service providers with appropriate referral fees, and to otherwise support 
operation of the system. 
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